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School Board. Jfn every district where there was no school,
the State would provide one, paid for by special education
rates. But in most places where schools were provided by
the various churches, they were to continue, and were to
receive grants out 0f public funds. All schools alike were
to be irispected.^/Until the jtiew schools had been built, it
'was useless to make ic compulsory for children to attend,
but ten yeais later (1880) all children were obliged to attend
school up to the age of thirteen. Parents had to pay fees,
and not till 1890 was education made " free "; that is to
say, parents were no longer obliged to pay specifically for
their children's schooling. We should note, however, that
as all parents are both tax-payers and ratepayers (usually,
though not in Scotland, rates are included in rents), they
do certainly provide, though more indirectly, for the sums
spent on national education*1
Next  came  an  improvement  in  university education,
r- Hjtherto no one could hold a scholarship or fellowship in
CIST!) dr be a member of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge,
unless he was a member of the Church of England.   This
" religious test" was now abolished by the Repeal of the
Tests Act of 1871.
One of the Chartist demands was realized, when in 1872
Baiiot the Ballot Act made voting for members  of Parliament
(1872) secret, and voters no longer had  to fear intimidation or
reprisals as a result of voting publicly.   This did away with
a great deal of the corruption and disorder of elections
(such as Dickens caricatured in the Pickwick Papers), for it
was useless to bribe a man to vote when you could no
longer tell how he actually voted. Though opponents of the
Preform said that the secret ballot would " sap the manly in-
dependence of the voter ", it really had the opposite effect.
As the State was extending its activities, it needed more
civil officials, and it was perfectly clear that the old system of
nomination must be changed.   The entrance to the Civil
1 In 1872 a similar Education Act was passed for Scotland,